
Page 1 

East Garston Remembers 2017 

On Saturday 11th November, East Garston held its Remembrance Service 

starting with a service in All Saints Church followed by the Act of 

Remembrance at the village war memorial. The war memorial and a plaque in 

the church lists the names of those villagers who gave their lives for their 

country in both World Wars. Both sections of the ceremony, were conducted 

by the Revd Martin Cawte. 

The service was preceded by a half-muffled ring by the East Garston 

Bellringers. The Wantage Academy Brass, conducted by Nikki Jones, started 

the service by playing “Nimrod” by Edward Elgar and then accompanied the 

hymns throughout the service. The lesson was read by Andrew James, Lance 

Corporal Artists Rifles.  
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At the end of the church service the band formed up outside the lych gate to lead the Vicar, the wreath bearers and over 

60 villagers to the war memorial to the march “Loyal and True”. 
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At the war memorial, Laurence Binyon’s Lines were spoken by Hon Rowland Cobbold, formerly a 

Lieutenant in the Kent and County of London Yeomanry (TA). 
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The Last Post, played by Rachel Penrose, signalled the start of the two minutes Silence. 

 

 



Page 6 

 

The Reveille was played by James Hindson and wreaths were laid by Colonel 

Marcus Coombs, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, on behalf of the Royal 

British Legion, by Bob Briant, Churchwarden, on behalf of the Vicar, the 

Churchwardens and East Garston Parochial Church Council and by 

Chris Tonge, Vice-Chairman, on behalf of East Garston Parish Council.  

 

 

Marcus Coombs spoke the Kohima Epitaph and the Vicar led the final 

prayers.  
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The ceremony was concluded by the band playing “Shabat Shalom” arranged by Nigel Hall. The band 

then marched back to the church to the march “True and Trusty” by J.A. Greenwood. 
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Many of the band and congregation then retired to the Queens Arms who had 

very kindly laid on coffee, tea and a superb selection of cakes and biscuits for 

the occasion. 

Pictures by kind permission of Peter Cook 


